Addressing Forestry Australia’s Claims of Factually Incorrect Statements within
“The Forest Wars”

In my book, | Identify that fact sheets produced by Forestry Australia (then The Institute of Foresters of
Australia (IFA)) contain disinformation. Forestry Australia refutes this.

Please find enclosed the Leadbeater’s Possum fact sheet produced by the IFA in March 2016 (Attachment 1).
Please also find attached The Australian National University’s (ANU’s) fact sheet correcting the inaccuracies
within the IFA’s publication (Attachment 2).

Finally, please find below the disinformation within the IFA’s publication and the ANU corrections, in

tabulated form:

Subject

IFA Misinformation

ANU Correction

Conservation Status
and Population
Trends

e Claimed that Leadbeater's
Possum numbers have been
increasing, citing the
discovery of new colonies as
evidence.

e Suggested that the species is
not as critically endangered
as previously thought.

e Population is actually in decline
across all age classes of forests.

e Discovering new colonies does not
indicate a population increase, but
rather reflects extensive survey
efforts.

e Leadbeater's Possum is classified as
Critically Endangered by the
Australian Government, facing a very
high risk of extinction within 30 years
unless habitat protection is
significantly improved.

Habitat Requirements
and Threats

¢ Claimed that logging
practices are compatible
with the conservation of
Leadbeater's Possum.

e Asserted that existing
conservation measures, such
as buffer zones around large
old trees, are adequate.

¢ Logging, especially clearfell logging,
significantly threatens the habitat by
accelerating the loss of large old trees
and increasing the risk of high-
severity fires.

e Current protection measures are
inadequate, with many large old trees
being isolated and subsequently
damaged or destroyed.

e Substantial increases in buffer zones
and expanded protected areas are
required to ensure habitat
preservation.

Impact of Fire

e Suggested that fire is the
primary threat to
Leadbeater's Possum,
downplaying the role of

logging

e While fire is a significant threat, its
impact is exacerbated by past and
current logging practices.

e Logging increases the fire risk in
younger regrowth forests and
reduces the extent of older forests,
which are more resilient to fire.

e Historical persistence of the species
was due to large areas of old growth
forest, which are now severely
depleted.




Nest Boxes

e Promoted the use of nest
boxes as an effective
conservation strategy for
Leadbeater's Possum.

¢ Nest boxes have limited success in
wet eucalypt forests, often being
damaged or infested, and are not a
viable long-term solution.

e Conserving existing large old trees
and creating more old growth forest
is far more effective for the species'
survival.

Economic and
Ecological Value

¢ Defended the economic
importance of native forest
harvesting and suggested it
is @ hecessary activity.

¢ Provided data showing that economic
activity from tourism and water
supply far outweighs that from
logging.

e Logging wet ash forests has
detrimental effects on water yields
and carbon storage, and that
plantation timber can meet the
majority of timber needs.

The Forest Wars book has identified many areas where the native forest logging industry has ignored

important science. The book itself is based on rigorous peer-reviewed science, including more than 930

scientific articles in national and international scientific journals.

The statement regarding the head of the Victorian branch of Forestry Australia encouraging the adoption of

forest gardening in Tasmania is based on presentation at a meeting in Tasmania.

Addressing the Link Between Native Forest Logging and Increased Bushfire Risk

The link between native forest logging and increased bushfire risk is well-documented in scientific literature.
My book identifies this finding citing 19 separate, peer-reviewed scientific papers — 9 of which | was not an

author.

While Forestry Australia cites government reviews and a few studies to oppose this finding, a closer
examination reveals the following:

o According to the New South Wales Environmental Protection Authority (n.d.), special conditions
and restrictions apply to logging in bushfire-affected areas suggesting a recognition that logging
activities exacerbate environmental degradation and hinder recovery efforts, supporting the

scientific finding that logging increases bushfire risk by destabilising ecosystems.

o Additionally, the New South Wales Environmental Protection Authority (n.d.) requires ongoing
scientific monitoring to assess the impact of forestry operations on recovery, in line with the
potential risks associated with these activities, including increased bushfire risk due to disturbed
ecosystems.

o The Independent Report Review of CIFOA mitigation conditions for timber harvesting in burnt
landscapes (Smith, 2020) and the letter from Tracy Mackey, CEO of the EPA (2020, September
22) both emphasise the major environmental risks posed by timber harvesting in fire-affected
areas, suggesting that such activities could exacerbate the negative impacts on ecosystems,

potentially increasing bushfire risk.




o Dr. Smith's report (2020) points out that the impacts of current logging practices might be
significantly underestimated, particularly at the landscape scale. The severity of fires combined
with logging activities indicates that these practices could destabilise ecosystems, thereby
increasing bushfire risk.

o The Summary Report May 2021: Review of CIFOA mitigation conditions for timber harvesting in
burnt landscapes (Victorian and Commonwealth Governments, 2021), provides evidence that
logging can in fact exacerbate bushfire risk by changing forest structure and increasing the
availability of flammable materials.

o Although this Bowman et al. (2021) presents a short-term reduction in flammability when native
logging is combined with burning, it is also important to note that this reduction in flammability
is then followed by a 40-70 year pulse of increased flammability (Taylor et al., 2014; Wilson et
al., 2022).

o Bowman was one of the authors of Furlaud et al. (2021) that found fire severity decreased with
forest age, which actually supports the statement that native forest logging increases bushfire
risk, along with the other peer-reviewed, scientific papers listed in Appendix 3.

o The findings of Keenan et al. (2021) in fact state that “In Australia, studies so far demonstrate
mixed outcomes... assessing outcomes will require careful consideration of all the costs and
benefits, including implications for individuals, human communities, and ecosystems”.

The scientific evidence overwhelmingly supports the conclusion that native forest logging increases bushfire
risk by creating more flammable conditions and reducing forest resilience. This finding is based on
comprehensive and robust scientific research, and it is crucial to consider these risks in forest management
practices.

Conclusion

| remain committed to rigorous scientific debate and believe that comprehensive consideration of all
evidence is essential. | am open to further dialogue and am willing to provide additional information as
needed.

David Lindenmayer
Distinguished Professor
The Australian National University
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Appendix 1

The INSTITUTE of FORESTERS of AUSTRALIA

Leadbeater’s Possum, timber harvesting, and a proposed
new national park

The Institute of Foresters of Australia does not believe that creating a new National Park is the answer to saving
Leadbeaters Possum from extinction. The greatest danger to Leadbeaters possum s fire and this was proven in
the 2009 Black Saturday bushfires where significant areas of its habitat in National Parks were destroyed and in
some instances this habitar had never been harvested and nor was it ever going to be harvested.  However a
serious social impact of a new National Park would be to  largely close the state’s valuable hardwood tmber
industry.

The proposed new park would encompass around 525,000 hectares of forest in Victoria’s Central Highlands
region approximately bounded by Eildon and Rawson in the cast, the Moodarra Reservoir and Nar Nar Goon
North in the south, Broadford in the west, and Yea and Alexandra in the north.,

Some Leadbeater’s Possum facts:

* Its preferred habirat is tall ash-type mountain forest with lacge old live or dead nesting trees standing amidst
a densc understorey of regenerating cucalypt and wattle, but it also occurs in some low woodlands.

® A switable forest structure also arises 15 1o 35 years after a major bushfire where there are mumbers of remaining

live or dead mest trees amongyt a regencrating undersiorey. Recemt swrveys have found the possum s not
uncommon in regrowth derived from the 1983 bushfire gnd from logging undertaken between 1978 and 2000

e Within the next decade, the area of suitable Leadbeater’s Possum habitat should increase as old forests
bunt in the 2009 ‘Black Saturday’ bushfires develop a dense understorey of cucalypt and wattle regrowth.
These areas of recently bumt old forest, as well as remaming unbumnt stands of old growth forest are
already contamed in conservation reserves.

* The Victonan Government's 2013 estimate of the Leadbester’s Possum population s berween 4,000 and
11,000 individuals over an arca of 560,000 hectares. More recent sutveying suggests this may be an
underestimate as, since 2015, 218 new Possum colonics  have been detected. On these data, the [FA

disputes the ‘cntically endangered’ conservation status of the possum.

® Most of the ash-type forests (around 70%%) preferred by Leadbeater’s Possum are alteady contained in
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o In the 30% of the ash-type forest where timber harvesting is permitted, the harvested trees are predominantly
T7-year old advanced regrowth in which Leadbeater's Possum does not normally nest. Possums are notl
uncommon in these areas where groups or individual older trees sultable for nesting occwr, but they are identified
during coupe planning and protected and not cut down.

o Stands of older trees with hollows suitable arboreal mammal nesting are not harvested — there has been no
old growth forest harvesting in this region for around 30-years, and all trees that onginated before 1900 are
sutomatcally protected.

® The smallest and most vuinerable colontes of Leadbheater's Possum occwr in sub-alpine snow gum woodlands
fe g Lake Mowntain) and lowdand woodiand (at Yellingbo) which have never been subject 1o timber harvesting.
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estimated 85% of the Central Highlands ash forests, killing most old growth forest and replacing 1t with
regrowth which 1s now 77-90 years old.

® Ol trees (including dead stags) that had survived the 1939 and 1926 fires and have provided possum nesting
hollows since then, have been collapsing (due 1o natwral decay) in significant mumbers over the past 20-years,
and are now infrequent.




® More recently, the 2009 ‘Black Saturday’ bushfires killed much of the remaining old growth forest which
had been surviving in Melboume's dosed water supply catchments.

o Timber harvesting of the 1926 and 1939 fire regrowth forests since the mid-1980s has created areas of younger
regrowth that is now | to 30 years old. Even if these areas hadn 't been harvested. they wosld now be 77-90 years
old._ which is still 100-years from becoming old trees with suitable nesting hollows.

* The Govemment’s Leadbeater’s Possum Advisory Group reported i 2014 that it takes around 190 years
for ash wrees to naturally develop hollows sutable for possum nesting,

o Trees in these forests that are being harvesied for wood products are maostly <90 years old. Even if left to grow on
in a mew national park, it would thus take gnother 100 years for them 1o develop hollows switable for
Leadbeater 's Poxsum nesting. Thus new park creation would not be of value 10 the passum wntil abowt 2116

® It would close a significant forestry, imber, and wood manufactunng industry which employs several
thousand people in regional Victona and suburban Melboume. This would have senous economic and
social impacts given past expenenoe which suggests that most of these lost jobs would ot be replaced by
new jobs in national park management or tounsm. In addition, even more timber would have to be
Wmmmhmwmmwumm
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the already extensive National and State Parls) and has swecessfully co-existed with the timber industry for
decades. Tourism is heavily reliant on the forest road neswork but past experience indicates thot this would
unlikely to be maintained f the timber industry was forced out.

e Within the proposed park, unlike in State forests, there would be restrictions on camping, walking dogs,
nding horses, off-road bikes, prospecting, collecting firewood, etc.

o [t would compromise our fire-fighting ability in that it would remove the forestry and timber indwstry personnel
and their equipment which are the forest’s front-line firefighters, and woukd result in much of the forest road
nerwork falling into disrepair. This would make Leadbeater s Possum and the region’s other conservation valwes

to their major threat, which is severe and widespread bushfire, not 1o mention settlements
which would be enclased by or adjacent to the proposed huge national park.
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installation of nest boxes, arificial hollow creation, and captive breeding to provide animals for potential
relocation to suitable habitat where they are currently absent. In addinon, all known colonies of the possum
in State forests are protected by gencrous timber harvesting exchusion zones.

®  Nest baxes have boen wed for some time to counteract an expecied shortage of tree lollows. Recent surveys have
Jound that 25% of newly instalied boxes were occupied. A program wsing arborists to artificially create nesting
hollows in young, trees has also been successfud in attracting mesting possums.

® A substantial area of ideal future Leadbeater’s Possum habitat 15 developing as bumt forests continue to
recover from the 2009 “Black Saturday’ bushfires tn parts of Melbourmne's water supply carchments.

® A comprehensive set of actions recommended by the Leadbeater 's Possum Advisory Growup in January 2014 gives

confidence that this species can be successfully conserved and managed while maintaining the socio-economic
ﬂ-daMdMWMM Thbnmmkctumlm

For more information - contact the Institute of Foresters of Australia: admin@forestry org.au March 2016
IFA - representing Australia’s forest science community since 1935. www. forestry.org.ov



Appendix 2

Leadbeater’s Possum Fact Sheet

Photo courtesy of Esther Beaton

Fenner School of Environment and Society
The Australian National University
Canberra, ACT, 2601

Scientists at The Australian National University have been researching Leadbeater's Possum since mid-
1983. They have published more than 200 peer-reviewed scientific articles and 8 books on the Victorian
Central Highlands and Leadbeater's Possum. This Fact Sheet provides key information on Leadbeater’s
Possum and the threats to its habitat.

What is a Leadbeater’s Possum?

Leadbeater's Possum is an arboreal (tree-residing) marsupial. It weighs 120 grams — about the weight of an
iPhone. Leadbeater’'s Possum was first described in 1867 but by 1909 was thought to be extinct. It was
rediscovered east of Marysville in 1961 and in 1971 it was chosen as a faunal emblem of Victoria.

What is its conservation status?

Leadbeater's Possum is classified by the Australian Government as Critically Endangered (the highest level
before Extinct in the Wild, and then Extinct). The species has a very high risk of extinction within the next

30 years unless protection of its habitat is significantly bolstered. Three processes in particular threaten
Leadbeater’'s Possum — clearfell logging, fire, and the loss of large old trees.! These threats interact because
logging increases the risk of high-severity fire and hastens the loss of large old trees. In addition, fire can Kkill
or even totally consume large old trees.

Where does Leadbeater’s Possum live?

Leadbeater's Possum is largely confined to the wet eucalypt forests of the Victorian Central Highlands, an
80km x 60 km region about 1.5 hours drive east of the centre of Melbourne. The species also occurs in small
numbers in sub-alpine woodland at Lake Mountain and Mt Baw Baw as well as in the lowland swamp forests



at Yellingbo near the town of Woori Yallock, also east of Melbourne. Leadbeater's Possum is the only native
mammal species restricted to Victoria and the size of its limited distribution is one of the smallest of any
native Australian mammal.!

What habitat does Leadbeater’s Possum prefer?

In wet eucalypt forests (including Mountain Ash trees and Alpine Ash trees), Leadbeater’'s Possum typically
inhabits areas containing numerous large old trees with hollows and an understorey of wattles.23 Colonies of
up to 12 animals spend about 75% of their lives nesting inside large trees that are 150-400 years old.
Individuals in a colony frequently switch between several such trees.*

What is happening to the large old trees on which Leadbeater’s Possum depends?

The 120+ year old trees which are critical for the survival of Leadbeater’s Possum are typically 65-80m tall,
but can exceed 100m in height and are some of the most spectacular trees on earth. However, such big trees
are now rare and populations of them are declining at an extremely rapid rate. Recent ANU research has
shown that between 1997 and 2015, more than 41% of the large old trees collapsed.5 Fire, logging, and
natural attrition are the biggest causes of tree collapse. Aligning with this loss of trees, data from long-term
work by ANU shows that populations of Leadbeater’'s Possum are in rapid decline in all ages of forest.

But aren’t the large old trees needed by Leadbeater’s Possum protected from logging?

No. It is true that logging companies do not cut these large old trees. However, the trees around them are
often logged, leaving the large old trees isolated in clearfelled areas. After harvesting, logging debris is burnt,
and these high-intensity fires severely damage large old trees; they are either totally consumed by these
regeneration burns or they collapse soon after.

How many Leadbeater’s Possums are there?

We don’t know the exact number, but this is really the wrong question to be asking. The far more important
question is ‘Is the population increasing or decreasing?’ Our field surveys over 33 years show that
populations of animals are declining across all age classes of these forests. In addition, sites that used to be
occupied but were burned in the 2009 fires no longer support Leadbeater’'s Possum.8 Modelling work by the
Victorian Government also shows a steep decline in populations of Leadbeater's Possum.” Recent surveys
have found some new colonies of possums but this does not mean there has been a surge in numbers.
Rather, this reflects a great effort to survey wet ash forests over the past 18 months.

How much old forest is left?

Above we focused on individual large old trees in the Victorian Central Highlands. Another crucial habitat
area for Leadbeater's Possum is old forest, as this is where the abundance of large old trees which provide
potential nest sites is greatest. A total of 1887 ha or just 1.16% of Mountain Ash forest in the Central
Highlands is old growth forest. This is less than 3% of what used to exist in the Central Highlands
historically." Alpine Ash forest is even rarer, and just 0.47% of it is old growth.

Is old growth forest still logged in Victoria?

Patches of old growth forest exceeding 5 ha are not logged in the Central Highlands of Victoria (old growth
logging still occurs in East Gippsland). The protection of old growth in wet ash forests is a positive step but it
is of limited value. This is because there are very few patches larger than 5 ha remaining in State Forests
where logging can occur. Far more common are scattered remnant individual old growth trees located within



younger regrowth forest. There may only be one or two of these individual old trees within stands supporting
several hundred younger trees, but nevertheless these large trees determine whether hollow-dependent
species like possums, gliders, owls and other animals can survive in these younger forests. Current codes of
practice should prevent the cutting of any tree older than 116 years (those that germinated pre-1900), but
they do not prevent forest around large old trees from being clearfelled. Nor do current codes of practice
prevent these large old trees being destroyed by fires lit to regenerate logged forests. Recent research has
shown that places where the number of collapsed large old trees is greatest are regrowth forests that were
logged in the last 30 years.5 Therefore, while large old trees are usually not cut directly, there are
nevertheless significant numbers of them being lost as a result current logging practices. Current protection
of large old trees is totally inadequate; buffers of uncut forest of at least 100 m radius are needed around
every single remaining large living and dead old tree in Victorian wet ash forests.?

How much old forest should we aim to protect and how do we get to that level of protection?
Currently only 1.16% of the montane ash forest estate is old growth. The size of the old growth estate must
be expanded significantly. The Leadbeater's Possum Advisory Group (LPAG) accepted the ANU
recommendation that a minimum of 30% of the montane ash forest estate should be old growth. That level
comes from estimates of historic cover being between 30-60% in these forests and would provide a
reasonable level of ecological resilience in these forests. The next oldest forest is regrowth from the 1939
fire. The key problem is that there is less than 40% of the landscape that is of 1939 age and it needs to
survive for at least another 50+ years before it begins to reach an old growth age. The other problem is that
this 1939 age cohort is being heavily targeted by the forest industry for paper and wood production. To have
any chance of reaching the stated target of 30% old growth, the 1939 aged forests must be considered to be
‘the next old growth’ and as much of it must be protected as possible.

Why is the Mountain Ash forest ecosystem classified as Critically Endangered?

Mountain Ash forest is classified as Critically Endangered due to significant threats from logging, fire, climate
change and a combination of these problems.® New methods developed by the International Union for the
Conservation of Nature allow ecosystems to be assessed for whether they are vulnerable, threatened or of
least conservation concern — similar to the process for assessing individual species.

How else does clearfell logging threaten Leadbeater’s Possum?

Beyond accelerating the loss of large old trees, clearfelling has other negative effects. First, animals living on
sites that are logged die during harvesting operations. Second, the proposed 50-80 year interval between
harvesting operations at a site means that trees never grow old enough to develop the kinds of hollows
required by Leadbeater's Possum. Third, logging makes forests more prone to burning at high severity (see
below) — and Leadbeater’'s Possum does not inhabit burnt forests. Fourth, the extensive road network
constructed for logging operations creates significant barriers to the movement of animals throughout the
forest.!

Does logging make forests more fire prone?

Yes. Researchers at the University of Melbourne have shown unequivocally that young forests regenerating
after logging have a significantly elevated risk of crown-scorching wildfire.'® This increased risk of crown-
scorching fire occurs between 7 and 40 years after logging. Logged regions with many logging coupes
therefore support many areas with a greater risk of burning at high severity in the event of a wildfire, and



such fires can spread across entire landscapes. ' Widespread clearfell logging in Victorian ash forests
therefore adds to the State’s fire burden.

Isn’t fire a more significant threat to Leadbeater’s Possum than logging?

Yes and no. Fire is a significant threat in part because past and current logging, and fires in the recent past,
have eliminated so much old forest (which tends to burn at lower severity in the event of a wildfire). Fire
would not be a problem for Leadbeater's Possum if there was a lot more old forest in the Central Highlands.
Indeed, Leadbeater’s Possum has survived many past fires and persisted for millions of years in the Central
Highlands because the region was formerly dominated by large areas of old growth forest. Fires in old growth
forest eventually produce suitable habitat — fires that burn young regrowth forest do not. The key way to
recover the old growth estate is to not log existing 77-year old forest that regenerated at the 1939 Black
Friday wildfires. Increasing the amount of old growth will have significant benefits not only for conserving
Leadbeater’s Possum but also for reducing the fire burden in wet ash forests.

Isn’t only a small part of the Mountain Ash forest logged?

No. Approximately 80% of the wet ash forests in the Central Highlands of Victoria occurs outside the closed
water catchments (which are exempt from logging) and are broadly designated for timber harvesting.
Extensive parts of these landscapes have been clearfelled since the 1980s and most were selectively cut
before that. From vantage points over many State Forest landscapes, it is easy to see 20, 30 or even more
logging coupes that have been clearfelled in the past 5-15 years.! These logged areas will not support
suitable habitat for Leadbeater’'s Possum for another 120-150+ years. Unlogged areas within the wood
production landscapes typically include steep and rocky areas and streamside strips — which are often not
suitable habitat for Leadbeater’s Possum. 2

Are current reserve systems for Leadbeater’s Possum adequate?

No. Two studies, one by researchers from the Victorian Government’ and another led by scientists at the
University of Melbourne, have shown that the current reserve system is inadequate. Both studies
demonstrate that almost all wet ash forest needs to be protected for Leadbeater's Possum to have a
reasonable chance of persistence over the next 30-50+ years.

Aren’t the Leadbeater’s Possum Advisory Group’s (LPAG) recommendations sufficient to conserve
the species?

No. The terms of reference for LPAG were highly constrained and recommendations that affected the timber
industry could not be considered. Key actions that would have the greatest impact on saving the species
were not part of the LPAG recommendations. These include: (1) an expanded reserve system, (2) 100m
buffers to protect all existing large old trees, and (3) a 1km buffer around known colonies. Work by the
Victorian Government under the LPAG process actually showed the importance of an expanded network of
protected areas for Leadbeater's Possum.” There are many other deficiencies of the LPAG
recommendations.

Can nest boxes save Leadbeater’'s Possum?

Unfortunately this is unlikely. Nest boxes have been successful in the subalpine snowgum areas and also at
Yellingbo (although populations of Leadbeater’'s Possum are still in steep decline there). However, a decade-
long study of nest boxes in the wet eucalypt forests has shown they are rarely occupied for prolonged periods
by Leadbeater’s Possum. Nest boxes in wet ash forests are often badly damaged by falling branches or



infested by bees and pest insects and this substantially limits the amount of time that nest boxes remain
viable homes for Leadbeater's Possum.3 In addition, the costs of installing and regularly inspecting nest
boxes over many decades (until new cohorts of large old trees are recruited) are significantly greater than
reducing current losses of such trees.! Finally, it makes no sense to invest heavily in unproven strategies
like establishing nest boxes whilst existing large old trees continue to be destroyed and well documented
effective conservation strategies like buffering large old trees are ignored. !

Will a Great Forest National Park help secure populations of Leadbeater’'s Possum?

Yes, and many other threatened species also will benefit. A substantial body of rigorous, long-term scientific
work provides compelling evidence of the urgent need for a new large ecological reserve to secure remaining
populations of Leadbeater's Possum. Logging is a key process threatening not only Leadbeater’'s Possum,
but also the Mountain Ash ecosystem which provides the majority of suitable remaining habitat for the
species.® A fundamental principle of effective conservation actions is to remove the threats to a species — in
the case of Leadbeater’'s Possum, widespread clearfelling is a major threat. A Great Forest National Park
would help protect large old trees and develop new areas of old growth forest. A Great Forest National Park
will not only protect animal habitat, but also protect Melbourne’s water supply, store large amounts of carbon,
and offer significant tourism and employment potential.! It will also protect other forest animals like Sooty
Owls, Baw Baw Frogs, Barred Galaxias, Yellow-bellied Gliders, and Greater Gliders.

But isn’t native forest harvesting an economically important industry?

Not relative to other industries. Recent environmental accounting work shows that value-added economic
activity derived from logging wet ash forests is $40 per ha per year. Water from the catchments in the Central
Highlands of Victoria is valued at $850 per ha per year (but logging is well known to significantly reduce water
yields'5). The equivalent value-added estimates for tourism in the region are almost double that for water,
that is, $1500 per ha per year. Economic activity and job creation generated from tourism is significantly
greater than from extractive industries like timber harvesting, as has been shown in many countries around
the world.'6.17

But won’t we need to get timber from overseas to meet local demand?

No. The vast majority of forest products used in Victoria can be sourced from the State’s plantations. In fact,
plantation timber is the preferred material for manufacturing paper, which is the predominant use of wood
currently cut from Victorian wet ash forests. Plantations are the major source of sawn timber — more than
80% of the sawn timber in Victoria (and NSW) already comes from plantations. In addition, in 2013, 77.4% of
all employees in the Victorian forestry industry worked in the plantation sector, not in native forests.

Isn’t native forest harvesting good for tackling climate change?

No. Wood products store carbon but the vast majority of wood products that our society uses store that
carbon for less than 5 years. Notably, just 4% of the biomass of harvested wet ash forests is turned into sawn
timber products (and half of that is beer pallets which have a 3-4 month lifespan before being discarded into
landfill)."® For each tonne of carbon stored in long term wood products, over 10 tonnes of carbon will be
released to the atmosphere within 5 years.'8 Conversely, when wet eucalypt forests are allowed to grow old,
the amount of carbon stored in them continues to increase, '® with old growth forest storing approximately
double the carbon per hectare of 40 year old forests. Society has a strong demand for wood products and
they are best sourced from plantations because this leads to lowest levels of carbon emissions.



Will a Great Forest National Park lead to economic decline in regional towns around the park?
No. Evidence from around the world clearly shows that a transition to nature-based tourism
industries generates more jobs, longer-lasting jobs, and better paid jobs than industries based on
forest exploitation.'® The Otways in Victoria is just one of many examples nationally and globally.

For further information about the Leadbeater’s Possum, or if you have any questions about this
Fact Sheet, please contact us at fses-cle-admin@anu.edu.au.
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